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stock, the disease usually takes the form of an acute blood poisoning, while in man it is more likely to appear in the form of a skin disease, which leads to the formation of pustules or boils.
Anthrax is a very old disease, being first recognized in southern Europe. During the seventeenth century it often took the form of a plague and was responsible for the death of thousands of men and animals. In the United States, cattle and sheep suffer most. In some sections, where the soil is seeded with the germs, the disease recurs from year to year. Anthrax germs may form seeds or spores which are very difficult to destroy. These spores may live for many years in the soil or on hides or hair and then produce the disease when taken up by an animal. Anthrax epidemics often center about tanneries which receive foreign hides. The refuse from such factories is often dumped into streams. In spring such a stream may overflow its banks and flood the adjoining farm land. In this way the hay crop becomes contaminated. Imported hides may harbor the spores of anthrax. These spores are very difficult to destroy and may become repeated sources of infection. On some farms certain fields are known to be infected and, as a result, have to be abandoned or portions of them fenced off.
Cause
The specific cause of anthrax is a miscroscopic germ which was first seen and recorded in 1850 by a French investigator named Davaine. Under the microscope it appears as a square-ended rod. The germ or spore usually enters the animal body by means of food or water and thus gains entrance to the blood by way of the digestive tract. Once in the circulating blood the germs multiply rapidly by splitting in two parts. When the live anthrax germs pass out from a sick animal on to the ground, they may assume a dormant form which is called a spore. The spores are very resistant to ordinary freezing and thawing and will stand almost any temperature, including boiling for a few